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For immediate release

New National President for the CIO Association of Canada (CIOCAN):
Gary Davenport takes reins at CIOCAN AGM September 12

At yesterday’s AGM, outgoing CIOCAN president Andrew Dillane (CIO, Randstad Canada Group) transferred leadership to president-elect Gary Davenport  (VP IT, MTS Allstream).

In his final address as president, Dillane pointed out that growth and momentum at CIOCAN have been building over the past three years despite the economic downturn.  Membership has increased by 20% in the past year alone – up to 265 – and a new chapter has been formed in Calgary, joining Vancouver, Toronto, Edmonton and National.  Chapter-based peer networking and live events have been extremely well attended and have received very high ratings (averaging 4.5/5).  Monthly national e-seminars are now attracting upwards of 30 CIOs from across Canada, and our chapters are finding strong demand for the IT leadership development programs that they’ve mounted in cooperation with regional universities.”

Dillane  “CIOCAN is clearly filling a need for senior IT executives, and meeting a demand for CIO leadership within the business and education communities.  Our members value highly the opportunity to interact in a vendor-neutral atmosphere, and to exchange ideas about the opportunities and challenges that CIOs collectively face.   More than 95% of members surveyed said that they would recommend CIOCAN to a colleague.”

The next phase at CIOCAN will be about growth and influence.  

Gary Davenport  “We intend to build on the excellent foundation established by past national presidents Andrew Dillane and Dr. Catherine Boivie, in providing value to our members, in supporting programs that help grow tomorrow’s IT leaders, and in amplifying the voice of CIOs on issues of mutual concern.   I am honored to head up such a strong and dynamic team.  CIOCAN’s 35 national and chapter board members are the driving force in our efforts.  Through committee and project leadership, they are truly involved in advancing the CIO profession and in giving back to the IT and business communities.”

Newly elected to the National Board are:  Almin Surani, CIO at the Canadian Red Cross; Dean Doige, Edmonton Chapter President and Director IT at Clark Builders; Mary Anne Ballantyne, Toronto Chapter President and Assistant Head, Technology and Innovation at the Bishop Strachan School.  Staying on are:  Mike Battistel, Calgary Chapter President and VP IT at Smart Technologies; Dr. Catherine Boivie, Director, International CIO Relations for CIOCAN, CEO Inventure Solutions and VP IT at Vancity; Cindy Bratkowski, Director, Finance for CIOCAN and CIO at Pacific Blue Cross; Kelvin Cantafio, Director Strategic Alliances fro CIOCAN, Executive Lead at the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies and Vice Chair NetHope; Ward Chapin, CIO at ICBC; Dave Codack, Director Advocacy for CIOCAN and VP Employee and Network Services at TD Financial, Susan Doniz, CIO at Groupe Aeroplan;  Jories Timmers, Vancouver Chapter President and Director IT at Powerex; Jim Williams, Director, Membership and CIO at A & W Canada; and Laura Williams, Director National Programs and CIO at Peel District School Board.  Andrew Dillane stays on as past president.  

On Thursday September 15, the CIO Association’s Toronto Chapter co-hosts “The CIO Exchange” with IT World Canada.   This year’s event, entitled “The Future CIO:  Seizing the Opportunity of Change” will take place from noon to 5:30 PM at the Toronto Board of Trade, First Canada Place.  Registration remains open until noon tomorrow.
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