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Tuesday, September 18, 2018 
The Woodlands Club, Falmouth, ME 

 

     Litigation Beginning to End 
  (Qualifies for 4 CPE Credit hours in Business Law) 
 

Everyone has seen an episode of Law and Order or Suits; most episodes are overly dramatized, have an 

insurmountable hurdle that should take weeks to resolve, but miraculously at the top of the hour all is well in the 

world.  Thankfully, our friends at Bernstein Shur will help take us through what litigation actually entails.  Some of 

the topics they will cover include: What is Discovery, Dispute Resolution, Document Requests, Depositions, 

Mediation and Arbitration.  In this program, we will have 3 speakers for the first 3 hours and then we will end the 

program with a Mock Trial. 

Learning Objectives: 

 Understanding and anticipating the issues that arise in the early stages of planning and commencing 

litigation 

 Learning the processes of discovery: timing; costs; its use; how the discovery process works 

 What does the trial process look like: observing and commenting on a mock trial presentation 

 Review of considerations for pursuing civil litigation vs arbitration of claims based upon the phases 

discussed above 

Our Presenters from Bernstein Shur: Mike Hodgins, Mike Bosse and Asha Echeverria  

Assisting our presenters with the Mock Trial: Arnold Macdonald, George Burns, Meredith Eilers and Conor 

Shankman. 

 Please see 2nd and 3rd page for individual bios. 

 

 

*** START TIME *** 
1 to 5pm: Presentation and Mock Trial 

5 to 8pm: Join the Maine CFMA for Oktoberfest! At Gritty McDuff’s in Freeport  
 
RSVP:maine.cfma.org to “Register Now" and complete payment via our online registration 
process. 
 
Cost:  
Members: $125.00   
Guests: $175.00 
 
Included with admission is the presentation, mock trial, 4 CPE Credit Hours and 
dinner at Gritty Mcduff’s. 
 
Remit checks made payable to “CFMA Maine Chapter” to: 
Patricia Peaslee, BBSC, CPA’s, 38 Parkway South, Brewer, ME 04412 

http://maine.cfma.org/events/eventdescription?CalendarEventKey=099df343-b6c5-4335-89d3-95dfd664a4d2&CommunityKey=ddc3d5c8-58a8-4699-9f74-3faa5d20dbb0&Home=%2fevents%2frecentcommunityeventsdashboard
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Mike Hodgins 
mhodgins@bernsteinshur.com 
207 629-6225 direct  
Mike has a sharp eye for detail, absorbing the 
minutiae of each case before advising his clients on 
the best course of action. With a focus in disputes 
arising from construction projects, he can see you 
through claims or contract negotiations, and many 
other difficult business disputes, with dedication, 
determination, and frank practicality. Mike’s also a 
trained mediator, and has served as a neutral party 
in numerous disputes. In his general litigation back-
ground, he’s handled real estate disputes, personal 
injury and property damage claims, numerous con-
tract disputes, and other suits and appeals for towns 
and governmental entities.  
More at www.bernsteinshur.com/michael-a-hodgins 

Asha Echeverria  
aecheverria@bernsteinshur.com 
207 228-7279 direct  
Asha’s specialty is dispute resolution involving in-
surance and banking claims. In addition to being an 
attorney, Asha is a licensed professional engineer, 
with LEED accreditation and years of experience 
designing and coordinating multi-million dollar proj-
ects as a civil engineer with Parsons Brinckerhoff. 
Her firsthand experience with the ins and outs of 
construction, demolition, and green-energy proj-
ects makes her an especially effective advocate in 
litigation matters and contract negotiations spanning 
those fields. 
 
 
More at www.bernsteinshur.com/asha-echeverria

Arnold Macdonald 
amacdonald@bernsteinshur.com 
207 228-7132 direct  
Arnie provides counsel to small and mid-sized 
companies in business matters of all types, from for-
mation issues and real estate deals to mergers and 
acquisitions. He’s particularly well-versed in financ-
ing, and works with both profit and nonprofit clients 
on a range of complex transactions, including 
low-income housing development, conduit financ-
ing, and private stock placements. As the former 
chair of the Maine State Bar Association’s Business 
Law Section, Arnie is a trusted authority on corpo-
rate and limited liability company law, testifying on 
these issues before legislative committees and the 
Maine Supreme Court.  
More at www.bernsteinshur.com/arnold-c-macdonald 

Michael R. Bosse 
mbosse@bernsteinshur.com 
207 228-7276 direct  
Mike is the co-chair of the Litigation Practice Group, 
and since joining the firm over 15 years ago, has 
had the pleasure of representing the full panoply 
of participants on a construction project: develop-
ers, owners, general contractors, subcontractors, 
suppliers, lenders, and sureties in everything from 
contract negotiation and administration to construc-
tion claims, collection efforts, and litigation. He has 
deep experience with the prosecution and defense 
of mechanic’s liens, Prompt Payment Act claims, and 
cases under Maine’s Home Construction Contracts 
Act, among other construction statutes.  
 
More at www.bernsteinshur.com/michael-r-bosse 
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George Burns  
gburns@bernsteinshur.com 
207 228-7127 direct  
George is passionate about achieving the best prac-
tical result, but he tries not to lose sight of humor 
and humanity in the process. He has been practicing 
law for over four decades and focuses on litigating 
and arbitrating business and construction disputes. 
His trial experience is wide-ranging, from securities 
claims and partnership disputes, to construction 
cases involving schools, power plants, and bridges. 
He is experienced in assisting clients in the forest 
products industry and represents a number of re-
lated trade associations, including the Northeastern 
Retail Lumber Association and the National Lumber 
and Building Materials and Dealers Association. 
More at www.bernsteinshur.com/george-f-burns 

Conor Shankman 
cshankman@bernsteinshur.com 
207 228-7308 direct  
With a background as an online instructional design-
er and educational technologist, Conor possesses a 
nuanced understanding of modern technology and 
a penchant for communicating clearly to any kind 
of audience. His experience and insight come in 
handy, especially when he’s assisting organizations 
that need litigation support and counsel in data, 
privacy, and technology integration. No matter what 
kind of case he’s working on, Conor always strives 
to find the most creative and effective solutions for 
his clients—and delivers them with good humor and 
humility. 
 
More at www.bernsteinshur.com/conor-shankman 

Meredith Eilers 
meilers@bernsteinshur.com 
207 228-7108 direct  
Meredith is a focused and detail-oriented litigator 
who truly enjoys working closely with clients to 
achieve the best possible results for them, whether 
through pre-litigation negotiation, alternative dis-
pute resolution, or litigation if necessary. Today, as a 
member of Bernstein Shur’s Litigation and Dispute 
Resolution, and Construction Law Practice Groups, 
Meredith’s practice focuses on helping clients 
resolve a wide variety of legal matters, including, 
among others, disputes involving the Uniform Com-
mercial Code, risk management, products liability, 
and contracts. She has also presented seminars on 
risk management for the construction industry. 
More at www.bernsteinshur.com/meredith-eilers

About Bernstein Shur: 
Founded in 1915, Bernstein Shur is a New En-
gland-based law firm advising clients across the 
U.S. and around the world. Our 110+ award-winning 
attorneys and professionals provide practical and 
innovative counsel, and practice in more than 20 
key areas across a variety of industries. 

While we’re proud of our roots, accolades, and 
wide-ranging expertise, it’s not only our substance 
that sets us apart; it’s also our vision. We relish 
simplifying the complex. We believe sophisticated 
doesn’t have to mean stuffy, and we’re not just 
accessible—we’re approachable. We fight hard 
for our clients. We understand the power of calm 
persistence and collaboration and we believe being 
mindful of our clients’ bottom lines is ultimately bet-
ter for our own.  

Over the past century, these values have helped 
define Bernstein Shur. And they continue to produce 
better results—and better experiences—for our 
clients.  
 
More at www.bernsteinshur.com 




