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September 21, 2012 

 

 

 

Michael Huerta, Administrator 

Federal Aviation Administration    

800 Independence Avenue S.W.  

Washington, D.C. 20591 

 

Dear Administrator Huerta, 

 

As Chairman of the Aerospace States Association, I represent our members in stating that we are 

committed to helping ensure that the U.S. remains a global leader in the research and development of 

aviation and aerospace technologies, including unmanned aircraft. As you know, the federal government 

took an important step toward that goal earlier this year when Congress passed, and the president signed 

into law, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Modernization and Reform Act. This, in part, paves 

the way toward the integration of unmanned aircraft systems (UAS) into the national airspace by 2015.  

 

However, it has come to our attention that the FAA recently missed a key benchmark mandated by this 

legislation to establish a program to create six UAS test sites around the country as part of the integration 

process. While the legislation required the FAA to put in place the test site program by August 12, 2012, 

the FAA has yet to do so. Meanwhile, many states have invested, and continue to invest, significant 

funding, time and effort in preparation to respond to the FAA announcement. 

 

While the U.S. has led the way in the field of aviation since the Wright Brothers first took flight nearly 110 

years ago, we currently find ourselves in jeopardy of losing our global advantage. Reductions in U.S.-

sponsored research, controls on exports, and a lack of a national policy have all chiseled away at our status 

as a global economic power in the aviation market.  

 

The passage of the FAA legislation in February, however, was a positive development, and put us on the 

right path to remain a global leader in the burgeoning field of UAS technology. With growing demand for 

UAS technology from a wide range of sectors including public safety, agriculture, energy and others, 

charting a course toward the safe and responsible civil and commercial use of UAS in our national airspace 

is a crucial step for maintaining our competitive advantage. But this delay in establishing the test site 

program could delay the entire integration process, and continue the disturbing trend toward the U.S. losing 

ground in an industry poised to deliver on job creation.  

 

In hopes of correcting the course and continuing the American tradition of pioneering aviation innovation, 

while simultaneously generating job creation, we respectfully request that the FAA move forward with the 

FAA test site program without further delay. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Mead Treadwell 

Lt. Governor, State of Alaska 

Chair, Aerospace States Association 

 

The Aerospace States Association 

107 S. West Street, Suite 510, Alexandria, VA 22314 
Tel: (202) 257-4872 E-mail: AerospaceStates@comcast.net 

 

 

 


