
PRWeb ebooks - Another online visibility tool from PRWeb

Statistics Without Borders Participates in Unprecedented Science Diplomacy
Program between North Korea and the US/International Community

Statistics Without Borders, an outreach group of the American Statistical Association, this
summer will provide pro-bono instructors for the Pyongyang Summer Institute (PSI) in Survey
Science and Quantitative Methodology in North Korea. The PSI is an intensive, international
teaching program at the Pyongyang University of Science and Technology, the first and only
private and international university, which was launched in North Korea in the fall of 2010.
PSI is the first program of its kind in North Korea, which has now approved visas for 15
visiting faculty.

Alexandria, VA (PRWEB) June 13, 2012 -- Statistics Without Borders (SWB), an outreach group of the
American Statistical Association (ASA), this summer will provide pro-bono instructors for the Pyongyang
Summer Institute (PSI) in Survey Science and Quantitative Methodology in North Korea. The PSI is an
intensive, international teaching program at the Pyongyang University of Science and Technology (PUST), the
first and only private and international university, which was launched in North Korea in the fall of 2010.

PSI is the first program of its kind in North Korea, which has now approved visas for 15 visiting faculty. PSI
students are expected to be upper level undergraduates and graduate students whose academic credentials are
comparable to those students in Ivy plus schools.

The Summer Institute is jointly administered by the International Strategy and Reconciliation Foundation
(ISRF), PUST and SWB. The ISRF is a 501(c)(3) organization recognized by the U.S. Departments of Treasury
and Commerce for its humanitarian and educational programs in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
(DPRK). The PSI will begin as a three-year pilot program that will take place from July 2012—July 2014.

SWB members make up the majority of the 15 instructors who will provide pro-bono instruction during July for
seven four-week courses that will provide training in areas including sampling, statistics, survey methods,
census methods, questionnaire design, computer-assisted data collection and analysis, both fundamental and
advanced courses. The courses are modeled after those of the 65-year-old Michigan Summer Institute, a
renowned international survey training program.

PSI instructors with expertise in survey research methods are: Sunny Bak, statistical consultant; Dr. Annelies
Blom, Germany; Dr. Woody Carter, University of Chicago; Dr. Young Chun, an alumnus of Michigan Summer
Institute and PSI Director; Bob Colosi, an alumnus of the Joint Program in Survey Methodoloy of the
University of Maryland; Michael Costello, RTI International; Justin Fisher, George Washington University; Dr.
Mark Griffin, Australian Development Agency for Statistics and Information Systems; Professor Patricia
Gwartney, University of Oregon; Professor Ryung Kim, Einstein College of Medicine; Adam Molnar,
University of Georgia; Dr. Rene Paulson and Dr. Jacquelyn Pennings, Elite Research in Texas; Pinar Ucar,
Qatar Statistics Authority; and Elena Zafarana, Swiss Federal Office of Communications.

The DPRK Working Group of SWB, all ASA members, was formed for planning and implementing the PSI.
Co-chairs of the working group are Dr. Gary Shapiro, chair of Statistics without Borders and former
mathematical statistician, U.S. Census Bureau; Justin Fisher; and Dr. Young Chun. Other members of the group
are: Professor Duncan Thomas, Director of the Biostatistics Division, and Verna R. Richter Chair in Cancer
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Research, University of Southern California; Dr. Griffin; Dr. James Cochran, professor, Louisiana Tech
University; Michael Costello; Professor Sunghee Lee, University of Michigan Joint Program in Survey
Methodology; Professor Dominique Haughton, Bentley University; and Professor Mary Gray, American
University, Washington, D.C.

About Statistics Without Borders
Statistics without Borders is an apolitical group that was formed in late 2008 to provide pro-bono statistical
support to organizations involved in not-for-profit international efforts, mostly involving survey planning
and/or analysis of survey data. The goal of the group is to achieve better statistical practice, including statistical
analysis and design of experiments and surveys. SWB has more than 500 members from some 30 countries.

About the American Statistical Association
Headquartered in Alexandria, Virginia, the American Statistical Association is the world’s largest community
of statisticians and the second oldest continuously operating professional society in the United States. For more
than 170 years, the ASA has supported excellence in the development, application, and dissemination of
statistical science through meetings, publications, membership services, education, accreditation, and advocacy.
Its members serve in industry, government, and academia in more than 90 countries, advancing research and
promoting sound statistical practice to inform public policy and improve human welfare. For additional
information about the American Statistical Association, please visit the ASA web site at http://www.amstat.org
or call 703.684.1221.

For more information:
Rosanne Desmone
703.302.1861 (direct)
703.946.3820 (mobile)
Rosanne (at) amstat (dot) org
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Contact Information
Rosanne Desmone
American Statistical Association
http://www.amstat.org
(703) 946-3820

Online Web 2.0 Version
You can read the online version of this press release here.
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